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A positive path for 

  spiritual living 

“So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: old things have passed away; behold, all 

things have become new!  Now, all things are of God . . . .” – 2 Corinthians 5:17-18 

Dear Beloved Church Family, 

When Paul, the man called the Apostle, wrote these words to the Corinthians—who wanted to learn how to follow       

Jesus—he reminded them that Jesus was a great teacher and wayshower.  In essence, he wanted to convey that following 

Jesus meant knowing the Christ presence within oneself—and within everyone else, too. Unity Co-Founders Charles and 

Myrtle Fillmore taught this, as well. 

I imagine Ida Rose Bailey also understood this message when she founded the church 90 years ago.  In many ways, her 

world was much different than ours.  Thousands had fought and died in what was called the War to End All Wars (and 

we know it was not).  Women had finally achieved the right to vote; many of them raised their skirts and cut their hair.  

The unemployment rate was approximately 5.2 percent for an American population of more than 100 million people.  

The Dow Jones high was 100. It was the era of Modern Art, jazz, Joe College, flagpole sitting, dance marathons and the 

Harlem Renaissance. 

Our world in 2012 seems highly advanced in comparison. Ida, Charles and Myrtle might be amazed at the technology 

which connects us—across the planet—with one another.  Annual salaries have risen tremendously since their time, and 

the Dow Jones hit over 14,000 in October 2007.  But then we faced an economic downturn, not unlike those our             

co-founders faced.  Unemployment is above 8 percent for a population of more than 311 million people.  We live in the 

Information Age, in a world of fast cars and fast food.  Yet, there is one transcendent and all empowering truth: Charles, 

Myrtle and Ida all knew and lived from their Christ nature.  They knew, as Paul wrote, that all things are of God, that all 

things can—and do—become new. 

 
I am truly honored and richly blessed to be your new minister.   

Remember, as you walk the church halls, sit in the pews or stand in 

the fellowship area, you are part of a divine legacy.  Together, we, 

the Unity of Grand Rapids Family, joyously begin a journey of    

embracing the new.  I behold the Christ you are! 

In Love and Peace, 

Reverend Jennifer 
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Our Mission Statement:  

We embrace, encourage and empower  

everyone on their spiritual journey. 

Our Vision Statement: 

Unity Church of Practical Christianity is a 

God-centered, open, and welcoming     

spiritual community of love, healing, 

peace, and truth.  

Unity Statement for Peace  

Unity stands for peace in the presence of conflict; for 

love in the presence of hatred; for forgiveness in the 

presence of injury. Unity honors the many names for 

God, the many paths to God, the many ways to worship 

God; for there is only one power and presence of God 

and that God loves each one of us equally. It is therefore 

the position of Unity Ministries Worldwide to urge all 

nations, their  leaders, and their people to turn to God 

by whatever the name for guidance during these  chal-

lenging times and pursue peace, not war, for this is what 

honors the God of all our faith traditions. Unity stands 

for peace in our lifetime. 

Unity Church of Practical Christianity publishes      

Dimensions bimonthly. Notices, articles, and letters  

may be submitted anytime in manuscript or computer 

file form.  

Editorial policy: articles and letters about church     

activities and programs submitted by church         

members and friends of Unity Church of Practical 

Christianity will be published in Dimensions in a  

timely manner. Due to space constraints, articles must 

be limited to five hundred (500) words and may be 

edited.  Articles not time-sensitive may be held for          

subsequent   issues. 

Publication Deadlines: 

Issue -  Sept/Oct 2012—August 24, 2012 

During the months of July & August you are invited to reach 

out in compassion as you grocery shop. All food and supplies 

that are collected will be dropped off at the Northwest Food 

Pantry and will benefit those in need.  

School Supplies: pencils, crayons, colored pencils, markers,  

glue sticks,  spiral notebooks, pocket folders, and backpacks.  

"Top Ten" Food Items: canned fruit, peanut butter, tuna 

fish, canned vegetables, soup, cold cereal, pasta mixes, rice, 

oatmeal, crackers  

 
Personal Care Items: toilet paper, diapers, laundry soap, 

toothpaste.  

Please place your donations in the basket that can be found in our 

Fellowship Hall.  

July 8 —August 26 

 Our Spiritual Community 

Birthdays: 

    

July: July: July: July:     
Morty Abish, Ramona Andrews, 

Nicholas Andrews, Kevin Chapman,    

Anna Fisher, Sarah Fisher, Sophia Menhart, Angie Mock, 

Chuck Piccard, Pam Pierce, Dick Pierce, Ken Smith 

August:August:August:August:    

Adrienne Cordes, Sandy Fisher, Taegan Hale, Tiffany Reese, 

Mary Robinson, David Romanowski 

If your name was not listed above, it means we don’t know 

when your birthday is. So please contact the church office so 

that you may be added.  
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Our services are held at 10:30 am. 

Summer time and the livin’ is easy, or so the song says.  Summer also is a wonderful time to take a 

road trip, explore new territory, see some sights, get some sun or rest—or both.  Something about 

being on the open road brings out the child in us.  Road trips offer amusement and adventure, 

whether we’re going to the same seaside cottage we’ve visited for years or marveling at the expanse 

of the Grand Canyon.  At least half the fun is the trip itself, the coming and going, even before we 

get to our selected destination.  And, no matter where we go, road trips provide opportunities for 

personal reflection and transformation. 

This summer, we invite you to join us as Reverend Jennifer takes us on a spiritual road trip.  Along 

the way we’ll see some interesting sights, meet some courageous Biblical characters, visit with   

Unity Co-Founders Charles and Myrtle Fillmore, and even learn a bit about Reverend Jennifer’s 

personal travels, as well.  Sunday Services begin at 10:30 AM with music and prayer.  We look    

forward to meeting you on the road and joining together in fellowship after the service. 

Date  Talk Title Musician 

July 8 “Packing the Essentials” Carol Johnson 

July 15 “Following the Law” The Joy Band 

July 22 “Using Our G.P.S.” Mark Kahny 

July 29 “Are We There Yet?” The Joy Band 

August 5 DETOUR – Guest Speaker The Joy Band 

August 12 “Go the Distance” Carol Johnson 

August 19 “Recalculating! Recalculating!” The Joy Band  

August 26 “So Much Yet to See” Mark Kahny  

September 2 “There’s No Place Like Home” The Joy Band 
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Are you ready to serve 

as a member of the 

Board of Trustees? 

 

Serving as a Board member is both a privilege and a 
responsibility. When you are asked to have your name 

placed in nomination, you are being recognized as a 
leader in our spiritual community. Serving as a leader 

will place you in front of our congregation as a living 
example of Unity’s truth principles and as a decision 

maker for the church’s business.  

Nominees to the Board of Trustees are asked to      
consider prayerfully the contributions they can make 

to the Board and church as a whole.  

You may have questions about Board membership 

and the nomination process. Unity of Grand Rapids 
elects Board members once each year at the annual 
membership meeting held in November. 
 

There is a nominating committee that will be formed in August, that identifies active members within our church 
who meet the qualifications stated in our church bylaws, for potential Board of Trustee membership. Each person 

identified is surveyed regarding their interest and willingness to have their name entered into nomination at the 
annual membership meeting.  

 
Qualifications, restrictions and a list of duties that board members are responsible for can be found in our bylaws. 

Copies of our bylaws can be found on the table outside the church office. 
 
The names of all eligible and willing candidates are placed on the ballot in alphabetical order according to their last 

name. Each Unity Church of Grand Rapids active voting member is allowed to cast one ballot. Ballots are cast and 

counted during the annual membership meeting.  

Questions about Board member service may be directed to Reverend Jennifer Sacks or Marty Lovse, our current 

Board President. 

The Board of Trustees meetings are held monthly at 

6:00pm at the church and are open to all active    

members. The next scheduled meetings are as follows: 

 

Wednesday, July 18, 2012 

Wednesday, August 15, 2012 

Wednesday, September 19, 2012 

  H.U.G. Meetings 

“Helping Unity Grow” 

       Sunday, July 15, 2012 

                     12:30pm 

 

This is an informational meeting to update the 

congregation on church events and Board of 

Trustees news, and give the congregation a place 

to address desires,  concerns and questions that 

they may have. Meeting will start after the 

church  potluck. 
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Namaste, 

By the time you read this, our new minister, Rev. Jennifer L. Sacks, will have arrived.  It wasn’t that long 
ago that it seemed like that day would never come.   

So what happened?  What changed?  How did we create the manifestation of a new minister?  

I think that for each of us the answer can be found on an individual level and on a collective level.  I can 
only answer for myself.  Having served on the Search Team, I experienced a lot of ups and downs.  There 
were quite a few applicants that we rejected immediately.  Twice, when it looked like we were about to hire 
a minister, the negotiations fell apart.  Then the Search Team broke up and had to be reformed.  To tell you 
the (material world) truth, it looked a little dismal.  When I find myself in these situations, the first thing I 
do is look for the “Spiritual Truth.”  I know that appearances are not reality.  I know that what I hold in 
mind will manifest in the physical world.  I know that I, as a spiritual being, have the ability to use the One 
Power and One Presence to create heaven on earth.   

Apparently, many of us are of the same mind and we have brought to reality an exciting, energetic and in-
sightful full-time minister for Unity of Grand Rapids. 

Now I hope no one is thinking that it’s time to coast, because we’re just at the starting point.  Our next job 
(remember to look at the “Spiritual Truth”) is to manifest the abundance that is rightfully ours as the    
spiritual beings that we are, so that we can build a thriving ministry.  It all starts with the thoughts and   
vision we hold in mind.  

 

 Marty Lovse 
President 

Unity of Grand Rapids Board of Trustees 

It's time to express your annual recommitment to Unity of Grand Rapids; membership renewals are due by 

July 29, 2012.  

Unity of Grand Rapids bylaws require that members of the church renew their membership yearly. We 

ask all current members to prayerfully consider their commitment to this ministry and, if guided, renew 

their membership.  

Turn in completed forms in either of the following ways: 

••••     Drop it off at the church office by Sunday, July 29, 2012; 

• Mail it in to the church office no later than Thursday, July 26, 2012 

Forms will be available on Sunday mornings and also in the church office; if you need to receive yours by mail, 

please contact Lyn in the office. 



Circle of Friends 

Circle of Friends Mission   
Statement:  Our mission is to 
empower everyone on their 
spiritual journey through 
friendship, fellowship, prayer, 
and praise. 
 
Proverbs 17:17b  . . . a friend 
loves at all times. 
   
We are completing our book study, Teach Us to Pray, 
by Charles Fillmore, and in July we will be watching a 
movie, and choosing a new book.  Watch for more    
information to be posted on the EVENTS bulletin 
board in the Peace Chapel hall. 

  

Fridays at 10:30 am-12:30 pm Peace Chapel 

Facilitators: Ramona Andrews  at 616.827.9697  and 

6 

Prayer Circle  

It is not I, but the Christ within who does the work.It is not I, but the Christ within who does the work.It is not I, but the Christ within who does the work.It is not I, but the Christ within who does the work.    

Unity was founded on the practice of Healing Prayer Silent 

Unity, our worldwide prayer ministry is often said to be the 

heart of our movement. Please join us as we join with Silent 

Unity in a time of prayer every Sunday morning. 

 

The Unity approach to prayer is affirmative, based on posi-

tive prayers and affirmations that have universal, interfaith      

appeal.  

 

My life overflows with infinite good as I rest in 
the presence of God. 

Sundays at 10:00 am  Peace Chapel 

Facilitator: Anna Maria McPherson at 616.301.9993 

Meditation 

Join us in learning the art and application of           

meditation.  For the beginner and master, meditation 
helps relieve stress, heal relationships, release deeper 

resources and realize one's highest potential. Through 
prayer and meditation we access God and bring about 

good in our lives. If you are interested in joining this 
group, please contact the facilitator. Love offerings will 
be accepted. 

Thursdays at 7:00 pm  Peace Chapel 

Facilitator: Marsha Grice at 616.636.4023  

 prayer and meditation 
unity groups 

These groups and classes are ongoing and meet regularly at Unity of Grand Rapids.                                      

If interested in joining a group or class please contact the designated facilitator listed below.  

If interested in starting a small group at Unity of Grand Rapids, please contact the church office for more information.  

A Course In Miracles  

This group studies ACIM text and related materials. 

Class is for beginning and advanced students of the 
Course, and all are welcome. 

Mondays at 7:00 pm Peace Chapel  

Facilitator: Michael Bieri at  616.304.2938 
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Sandy Fisher and Nancy Abish were thrilled and honored to be able to attend 
the 2012 Unity People's Convention, held right here in Michigan--at Detroit's 
Renaissance Center.  They spent two days at the five-day event, attending 
meetings and workshops, networking, browsing the book store and vendor 
tables, and sharing in worship and prayer services.  

Nancy participated in the annual business meeting as a voting delegate.  To 
offset registration fees, Sandy volunteered to work on the Special Ballot Box Team, insuring that all the 279 ballots were 
correctly distributed and accurately counted. 

The most lively discussion at the meeting concerned the amendment to the Minister's Code of Ethics, requiring         
ministers to break confidentiality in accordance with local law to prevent personal harm.  After the suggestion was made 
to include protection for animals, the delegates wrestled with the desire to honor animals as spiritual beings while not 
rejecting the amendment.  Finally the amendment was passed--with the inclusion of animals. 

Board Chair Jim Lee gave a heartfelt commendation to Rev. James Trapp for his seven years of service as President and 
CEO of Unity Worldwide Ministries.  Stepping down in August, he will be replaced by Donna Johnson. 

Rev. Lee also expressed a sincere apology to the ministers who lost their status as a result of the old ethics review       
system.  As these cases are being reviewed, so far four of the nine ministers have been reinstated.  Rev. Lee hailed this as 
a time to restore integrity and move forward. 

Regarding the budget, UWM is in the black--and will continue to be if ministries show their support by donating at least 
3% of their tithing.  

A new region was heartily welcomed with the ratification of the Unity Pacific Rim Alliance, which includes Australia, 
New Zealand, Hawaii, Japan, and the Philippines. 

Newly elected to the Board of Trustees were Rev. Temple Hayes and Rev. Carol Amos.  Jack Hartog was returned for a 
second term.  The next day it was announced that the board had selected Harry Simmons to fill the remaining trustee 
position.  The new board was immediately installed and officers were presented.  Julie Armour will serve as the new 
chair. 

Nancy and Sandy's favorite workshop was presented by Rev. Ed Townley, whose Bible interpretation blog appears on 
unity.org.  "The Wisdom Gospels" of Mary Magdalene, Thomas, and Philip present a new perspective along the path of 
the mystic, the alternate path which Unity follows.  

Other workshops taken were on dynamic ministry teams and energy management. 

Sandy and Nancy were wowed by the worship service presented by 
NGU (Next Generation Unity) ministers and musicians:   upbeat and 
dynamic, resulting in optimism for the future of the Unity          
movement! 

The keynote speaker for Thursday's general session was the  author, 
visionary, and evolutionary thinker, the dynamic, 82-year-old       
Barbara Marx Hubbard.  She believes she is still alive at this time to 
help midwife a new era of human possibility based on oneness.  She 
asserted, "Our three days in the tomb are almost over!  After Dec. 21 
will come. . . Dec.22!  The Birth Day of a New Humanity."  She      
energized the gathering with the question of how to celebrate and    
co-create this great global shift to the age of conscious evolution.  
UGR can join the movement at www.birth2012.com.   

What is your gift to the shift? 
 

© Abish  Barbara Marx Hubbard  
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Our Mission Statement:  

“Honoring all youth, by supporting and encouraging their spiritual journey.” 

Heaven on Earth Day this year, held on Sunday, June 10, was 
also our kick-off for our summer interfaith  curriculum, 
"Passports to Spiritual Understanding of World Religions."  
Based on Rev. Diane Venzera's online curriculum, we will be   
exploring the faiths of Hinduism, Buddhism, Judaism, Islam, 
Christianity (Catholicism as well as other Protestant sects), and 
Native American spirituality.  The older students will also be 
looking at Wicca. 

Heaven on Earth Day opened with the children decorating and   
filling out their own passports, which they will be using      
throughout the summer, earning country stamps for each        
religion visited.  Each child had a passport photo taken by Ms. 
Ramona.   

Ms. Pam then opened with an introduction to the new              
curriculum and led a discussion of how heaven can be found 
through peace on earth, with the peace that is within each and 
everyone of us. 

The children were first taken to the drumming circle where 
Chuck Piccard taught them different rhythms and led them in 
exploring their own personal rhythms.  Noisy fun was had by all! 

Next the children got a lesson with Ms. Sandy on the universality 
of the Golden Rule while creating beautiful mobiles made with 
the different religions' wordings of the same principle.  Ms. Pam 
entertained the children with a relay for peace, demonstrating 
what can be accomplished by playing and working together. 

Closing was held around the Peace Pole at the entrance to the 
church, where Ms. Nancy led the youngsters in an Islamic peace 
prayer, and everyone sang "Let There Be Peace on Earth"--
followed by refreshing popsicles! 

Send Thy peace, O Lord, which is perfect and        

everlasting, that our souls may radiate peace.  

- Islam Prayer for Peace   

Golden Rule  

Treat not others in ways you yourself 

would find hurtful. — Buddhism 

This is the sum of duty: do not do to 

others what would cause pain if done 

to you. —Hinduism  

© Andrews  

© Andrews  
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“Our mission is not to entertain the children, but to call them out. To be always entertained is to be dwarfed and 
dependent. To be "called out" is to follow the harmonious law of the soul's unfoldment. Who meddles with the    
rosebud? What fingers are deft enough to pry open that marvel of folded beauty? We are wise enough to leave it 
alone to follow the glad law of its own unfolding. 
 
But our children! Have we dealt as wisely with these buds of marvelous possibilities? Have we always remembered 
that they, too, must quicken and unfold through the innate law of their own genius?” - Myrtle Fillmore 
 

We know that within each individual exists an artist, a satisfied, creative person, waiting to emerge when exposed to the 
appropriate medium. Youth today are aware of issues facing themselves and their communities, and are in a constant 
search for avenues of expression. Experience has taught us that by equipping youth with the right tools, artistic freedom 
and encouragement we can foster a positive environment where youth feel comfortable experimenting with the arts and 
expressing their opinions. This is particularly beneficial to youth who do not typically engage in social settings where 
athletic skill, material wealth, or social confidence are necessary requirements for participation or success.  
 
Our Sunday mornings are designed to incorporate some sort of creative expression; whether its art, movement, or      
music. The youth ministry encourages our spiritual community to take a moment on Sunday, to check out what the 
youth are doing.  If creative expression is an area that you would like to join and partner with the youth ministry, we 
would love to talk to you.  

Self – Portrait 

My eyes are like the trees changing, in many ways. 

My legs are like strength, going through the days. 

 

My arms are like iron going through fire as I run away from nothing behind me yet that is what people think.  

I see things in my head. I run then don’t see them, I stop, and they are there. 

 

My heart is full, but of air, while floating by my hair.  

Why this is, I wish to know but yet it wants to blow, blow, blow. 

 
Nicholas Andrews 

© Andrews  

© Kate Hubbard   



Unity of Grand Rapids 

P.O. Box  141663 

Grand Rapids, MI 49514-1663 
 

           

  Sent with Blessings and Love to: 

 

 

 

 

 

If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter, check this box, and return to sender.   

 

Celebrate Unity with like-minded people at a great outdoor potluck. Good food, good friends, good fellowship, good fun, 

and hopefully good weather. What more could you ask for? Don’t miss this great event for all members of Unity of Grand 

Rapids and Unity of Greater Grand Rapids.  

Place: Cascade Township Park – 3810 Thornapple Dr. Grand Rapids, MI 49546 
Day: Sunday, August 19, 2012 
Time: Following the Sunday worship service 

 

Check out our website, weekly email newsletter, and Sunday bulletin 

for more details.  


