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A positive path for 

   spiritual living 

“Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.  Indeed by faith, our ancestors received 
approval.  By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so what is seen was made from 
things that are not visible.” – Hebrews 11:1-3 

Dear Beloved Church Family, 

Autumn is here—or Fall, as so many of us call it.  Fall.  Leaves tumbling.  Daylight dimming.  Skies clouding.  
Some of us anticipate a dreariness we imagine comes with Fall, even before Winter arrives.   

As I have grown older, I have grown to love Fall.  Because Fall is the season which reminds me of transitions, 
of the transformational nature of my life and of the universe.  Something about Fall—even as the summer    
colors fade and leaves cover the ground—uplifts me and fills me with assurance.  For Fall reminds me that 
Winter will surely come, and then so again will Spring and another Summer after that.  Even though I might 
enjoy warmer temperatures and brighter skies, I have faith that Fall will bring Halloween and Thanksgiving, 
and many glorious colors in scenery only nature could paint.  I have faith that much will continue to unfold in 
wondrous ways—because it always has.  I imagine our ancestors felt that, too, just as the writer of The Letters 
to the Hebrews did, so many years ago. 

With that sense of wonder and assurance, I invite you, my beloved church family, to join me here at Unity of 
Grand Rapids for our Fall Faith Series, which focuses on Eric Butterworth’s classic and bestselling book,     
Discover the Power Within You.  (See page 3 for dates and sermon topics and page 7 for class details.) A      
favorite of both Oprah and Maya Angelou, as well as many others around the world, Discover the Power   
Within You invites us to see our spirituality in a whole new way.        
     

      With wit and wisdom, Eric Butterworth challenges us to change 
      our thinking, to become more centered in faith—and in Truth—
      and to know that a power resides within us greater than any we 
      have ever known.  Even when we cannot see it! 

      So this Fall, no matter what you may feel about the seasons,      
      consider dedicating yourself to harvesting your faith, for all the 
      faith you’ll ever need—and all the power—reside within you.  I 
      look forward to sharing this faith-filled  
      season with you, and I behold the Christ 
      you are! 

 

        In Love and Peace, 

        Reverend Jennifer  
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Our Mission Statement:  

We embrace, encourage and empower everyone on 

their spiritual journey. 

 

Our Vision Statement: 

Unity Church of Practical Christianity is a           
God - centered, open and welcoming spiritual   

community of love, healing, peace and truth.  

 

Unity Statement for Peace  

Unity stands for peace in the presence of conflict; for 
love in the presence of hatred; for forgiveness in the 
presence of injury. Unity honors the many names for 
God, the many paths to God, the many ways to     
worship God; for there is only one power and       
presence of God and that God loves each one of us 
equally. It is therefore the position of The International 
Association of Unity Churches and Unity to urge all 
nations, their leaders, and their people to turn to God 
by whatever the name for guidance during these    
challenging times and pursue peace, not war, for this is 
what honors the God of all our faith traditions. Unity 
stands for peace in our lifetime. 

- Rev. Gary Simmons  

 

Unity Church of Practical Christianity publishes       
Dimensions bimonthly. Notices, articles and letters  
may be submitted anytime in manuscript or computer 
file form. Leave submissions in the newsletter box in 
the church office or e-mail Dimensions editor at        

unitycpc@comcast.net  

 

Editorial policy: articles and letters about church     

activities and programs submitted by church members 

and friends of Unity Church of Practical Christianity will 

be published in Dimensions in a timely manner. Due to 

space constraints, articles need to be limited to five 

hundred (500) words and may be edited, and articles 

not time-sensitive may be held for subsequent issues. 

 

Publication Deadlines: 

Issue - November/December 2012 — October 24, 2012 

        Our Spiritual Community Our Spiritual Community Our Spiritual Community Our Spiritual Community 

BirthdaysBirthdaysBirthdaysBirthdays:  
 

 September:  

Carol Johnson, Pat Walen,  Ravel Bowman,  Jill Muraski, 

Hope Kennedy, Kane Robinson 

 

   October: 

Kevin Hubbard, Mary Menhart, Marty Lovse, Diana Warner, 

Jeanie Smith, Bob Gorman, Camden Hale 

You are invited to remember these needs as 
you grocery shop. 

Food Items: cereal, soup, rice, canned fruits 
and vegetables, canned meats (tuna, chicken, 
stew, etc.), pasta and pasta sauce, peanut butter 

Personal Care Items: toilet paper, diapers, 
laundry soap, toothpaste, dish soap and other 
cleaning products 

Please place your donations in the basket 
found in our Fellowship Hall.  
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Our services are held at 10:30 am  

Discover the Power Within You –  

Fall Faith Sermon Series and SEE Class  

Unity has declared 2012 to be the year to Discover the Power Within 
You, and Unity of Grand Rapids is joining the celebration. On Sundays 
at our 10:30 AM service, beginning on September 30th, and on Tuesday evenings from 6:30-8:30 
PM, beginning Tuesday, October 2nd, Rev. Jennifer will guide us on a journey to discover the 
Truth of the power within ourselves. Using Eric Butterworth’s best-selling book, we will explore 
some old religious ideas in a more spiritually nurturing and life-affirming way. Sunday services, 
as always, will include guided meditations and a variety of uplifting, delightful music. See page 7 
for details on the Tuesday night class. Be part of this Fall Faith renewal and discover the power 
within you! 

   Sunday Sermon Series 

  September 30th: “Our Wondrous Discovery” 

  October 7th: “You are Divine” 

  October 14th: “Attitude is Everything” 

  October 21st: “In the Flow” 

  October 28th: “Boo! It’s You!” – Halloween Sunday 

  November 4th: “Demonstrating the Truth” 

  November 11th: “The Kingdom Within” – Veterans Day 

 3 Key Questions Sermon Series 

What are you?  Who are you?  How are you willing to invest your time, 
your talents, your treasure, your divine energy and enthusiasm to be 
the greatest expression of the One Presence and the One Power you 
were born to be?  What is urging you forward in a faint whisper, a     
nagging voice or a sharp shove?  What would you be—and do—if you 
knew you could not fail? 

These questions have been considered by the greatest minds in history and by “regular folks” all 
over the world.  As we move into Autumn, and in preparation for more fully discovering the power 
within ourselves, Rev. Jennifer invites us to consider these key questions.  She’ll draw on the     
modern insights of Imelda Octavia Shanklin, one of Unity’s first leaders and teachers, and Pastor 
Wayne Muller, founder of Bread for the Journey.  With a sprinkle of ancient wisdom and a story or 
two, Rev. Jennifer guides us to our own path of self-discovery. 

   September 9th: “Who’s Got the Time” 

   September 16th: “What Do I Love?” 

   September 23rd: “What Would I Give?”   



BOARD PRESIDENT REPORT  
 

 

 

 

    Tuesday, September 11, 2012  

Regular Board Meeting begins at 4:30 PM 
 

Monday, October 15, 2012 

Annual Budget Meeting begins at 11:30 AM 
 

Friday & Saturday, October 19 & 20, 2012 

 Board Retreat beginning on Friday at 3PM  

and ending Saturday 7PM  
 

Saturday, November 3, 2012 

Rev. Jennifer’s Installation  
More details to follow 

 
Sunday, November 18, 2012 

Annual Membership Meeting 
More details to follow 

 

H.U.G. Meeting 

“Helping Unity Grow” 

Sunday, September 23, 2012 (Potluck Meeting) 

 12:45 pm 

This is an informational meeting to update the  congregation 
on church events and Board of Trustees news and to give the 
congregation a place to address desires,  concerns and    
questions that they may have.  
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Namaste, 
“If  no one reaches… 
no one will get touched.” 

 
That powerful little statement came from one of my        
employees.  What a powerful motivator that is when you 
are trying to make a decision about whether or not to take 
an action. 
 
Right now we, as individuals and as a church community,  
are  facing the time when we will have to make decisions 
that can ‘touch” everyone at our church.  Will you           
volunteer your time on a committee to strengthen the   
impact of the “reach” of the church?  Will you participate 
in an event being put on by the church?  Will you test the 
law of tithing and abundance by increasing your financial 
support of the church?  Will you make the commitment to 
serve on the Board of  Trustees? 
 
Now there are quite a few people in the church and you 
can stay under the radar…….if you want to. 
 
I can guarantee the reward for “reaching” is great.  The 
material world can either respond to your actions and   
beliefs, or you can be run over by it. 
 
Will you make the decision to reach out? 
 

Marty Lovse 
President 

Unity of Grand Rapids Board of Trustees 

New Member Orientation and Enrichment 

It’s that time again!  Another New Member Orientation begins, Sunday, September 9th at 
Noon. Bring a snack or brown-bag lunch and join Rev.  Jennifer in the Conference Room for 
an orientation in Unity and Unity of Grand Rapids.  An information packet will be provided. 
Those wishing to  become members also are  required to take one (1) Unity SEE (Spiritual Ed-
ucation & Enrichment) class and to share their talents on a church  ministry team of their 
choice. Please see the Discover the Power Within You class on page 7. If you are       interested 
in being a  member of Unity of Grand Rapids, sign up on the form available during Sunday 
services or in the church hallway, or call the church office at 453-9909.  Join us on a positive 
path for spiritual living and personal growth! 
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Income Received for August 2012 $6,555.86 

Estimated Monthly Expense Based On Budget  $10,500 

Balance on Building Loan $22,618 

God’s Money in Action         

Income for the summer months has been very encour-
aging. Offerings and attendance have not dropped off 
to the point that they have in past summers. Actually 
we have been seeing an increase in both over the last 
couple of months. Now that we have been blessed with 
a wonderful minister, I think that the word is getting 
out that Unity of Grand Rapids is the place to be on 
Sunday mornings. 
 
The possibility of upping our loan has been researched 
and is still an option, but the board has decided to 
hold off for now. We have worked with the bank to 
lower our rate on the loan from 6.25% to 4.75%, thus 
saving the church some money. Also, we have begun 
advertising our jug in the sanctuary as the place to put 
any designated monies which you would like to go  
toward paying off this loan. The total owing as of    
August 31, 2012, is approximately $22,618.00. We are 
continuing to make a $300.00 payment each month, 
out of which approximately $180.00 goes toward the 
principle. 
 
Now that we are paying a minister salary, our monthly     
expenses have risen to approximately $10,500.00 per 
month. The board will be watching our finances very      
carefully, on a month by month basis. For now we are 
able to go it on our own. Thank you, God! 
 

Respectfully submitted,  
Linda Piccard 

Board Treasurer 

TREASURER’S REPORT  

God is the source of our infinite prosperity. We are 
abundantly supplied, and we are truly grateful! Amen! 

 

Unity of Grand Rapids will soon be launching an   
exciting fundraising opportunity by staffing Van    
Andel concession booths during upcoming events.  
 
Persons over the age of 18 are needed to volunteer 
their time, and a variety of easy jobs are available at 
each event (pouring sodas, taking orders, filling    
popcorn bags, etc.), so each individual will be able to 
choose the task that best fits his/her skills.  
 
Please consider lending your efforts to this fundraiser 
which will benefit the church considerably.  Contact 
Lyn to add your name to the list of volunteers who 
can help out!  

3rd Annual Holiday CRAFT 
FAIR:  

 November 10, 2012 

9am - 3pm  

Application Deadline:  November 07, 2012.  

Vendors are wanted.  Hand-crafted items are 
desirable, unless prior special arrangements are 
made. 

Booth size is an 8’x10’ space or table.   This area 
size is firm.  Space is limited. 

$15.00 per booth/table and donate one item for 
White Elephant Sale. 

Please see Ramona Andrews at 482.9331 for 
more information.  



Circle of FriendsCircle of FriendsCircle of FriendsCircle of Friends 
Today let us think of and give thanks for friendship, for 
the opportunity to share in lifes' experiences with like-
minded people, for the chance to give and to receive on 
expanded levels, and for the learning and growth that 
friendship affords. (Daily Word, Tuesday, January 12, 1988)  

Fridays at 10:30 am-12:30 pm Peace Chapel 

Facilitators: Ramona Andrews  at 616.827.9697 or   
Anna Maria McPherson at 616.301.9993    
    
Awaken PeaceAwaken PeaceAwaken PeaceAwaken Peace 
Join us starting September 24, on Monday evenings 
from 7-9 pm as we “Awaken Peace.” This class is based 
on the principles introduced by Dr. David Mutchler. 
We will learn and explore   together the “One Simple 
Practice” to remain present in a changing and challeng-
ing world. Required reading will be 14 Inches to Peace by 
David Mutchler and Elizabeth Beau, available mid-
September and the first night of class.  (A Love offering 
will be gratefully accepted) 

Mondays, 7pm Uniteen Classroom 

Facilitator: Elizabeth Beau at 517.414.1600 or email 
elizabethbeau55@gmail.com 
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Prayer Circle Prayer Circle Prayer Circle Prayer Circle     
Unity was founded on the practice of healing prayer and Silent 
Unity. Our worldwide prayer ministry is often said to be the 
heart of our movement. Please join us as we join with Silent 
Unity in a time of prayer and meditation every Sunday     
morning. 
Sundays at 10:00 am  
Facilitator: Anna Maria McPherson at 616.301.9993 
 

 As we recognize our oneness, peace emerges.  
 

Truly, we are one. Our oneness heightens our similarities and 
makes our differences seem small and insignificant. The more I 
focus on our commonalities, the more I see that peace is     
always present. As I learn to love others as myself, more peace 
emerges, in the Silence …  
 

Today we remember that the source of peace is always with 
us. In the silence of meditation, we connect to the                
ever-present peace of God within. As we return to our daily 
life, we remember that we are all ambassadors of peace. With 
each encounter, meeting or conversation, we remind          
ourselves, “This person is an individual expression of God.” 
Thank you, Spirit, for the peace and love we recognize, give 
and receive. Amen.  
          Unity’s Prayer Service  
        October, 2012  

MeditationMeditationMeditationMeditation    
Join us in learning the art and application of meditation.  
For the beginner and master, meditation helps relieve 
stress, heal relationships, release deeper resources and  
realize one's highest potential. Through prayer and       
meditation we access God and bring about good in our 
lives. If interested in joining this group, please contact the 
facilitator. Love offerings will be accepted. 

Thursdays at 7:00 pm  
Facilitator: Marsha Grice at 616.636.4023  
 

 prayer and meditation groups 

A Course In Miracles A Course In Miracles A Course In Miracles A Course In Miracles     
Perhaps you have already tried the Course and found it 
difficult to make it through the text and 365 daily lessons. 
The Course is challenging, and it is a powerful tool for 
spiritual growth. The metaphysics of the Course are highly 
compatible with Unity teachings. While the Course is  
designed for individual study, it is helpful to have a 
“support group” to share your questions, discoveries, and 
journey. This group is open to new students as well as 
those who have already been working with the Course.  

Mondays, 7:00 pm Peace Chapel  
Facilitator: Michael Bieri at 304.2938 

These groups and classes are ongoing and meet regularly at Unity of Grand Rapids. If interested in  
 joining a group or class please contact the designated facilitator listed below. 
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Tuesday Evening SEE  

(Spiritual Education & Enrichment) Class 

This class will be held Tuesday, October 2nd-November 
13th from 6:30-8:30 PM in Fellowship Hall.  Books cost 
approximately $15 and will be available for purchase in 
the UGR Bookstore. A course syllabus will be provided 
at the first session. This class will fulfill the requirement 
for church membership.  It also may be taken for SEE 
credit through Unity Institute for $36, payable at the 
end of the session.  If you are interested in taking the 
class, please fill out the form available during Sunday 
services or in the church hallway, or call the church   
office at 453-9909 for more information.  All are invited 
to attend. A suggested Love Offering of $10/class    
blesses and supports our growing ministry. 

Unity of Grand Rapids will join Silent Unity and other spiritual         
communities worldwide Thursday, September 13, for the 19th annual 
Unity World Day of Prayer.  

Our church sanctuary will be open throughout the day (beginning at 
8:30 AM) for anyone who wishes to spend time in personal prayer. This 
is a sacred time and you are welcome to join in at any time during the 
day. At 7:00 PM, join us for a special meditative service led by Rev.   
Jennifer Sacks.  Music will be provided by Mark Kahny.  

The 2012 Unity World Day of Prayer theme is The Universe Is          
Calling, drawn from the classic book by the late Rev. Eric Butterworth. 
“Butterworth reminds us that when we connect with the creative flow of 
God within us, we tap into infinite wisdom and unlimited good,” says 
Rev. Lynne Brown of  Silent Unity. 

In Unity we refer to Silent Unity as, The Light That Shines For 
You. People from all over the world call, write, email, or fax their prayer 
requests to Silent Unity and there are men and women on staff who 
pray 24/7 with these individuals. During World Day of Prayer, Silent 
Unity will hold a special 24-hour vigil that will begin with participants 
holding more than a million people in prayer, after which the names 
will be placed in the Silent Unity Prayer Vigil Chapel for on-going    
prayer over the next 30 days. For more information about Silent Unity 
or to submit a prayer request you may call: 1-800-669-7729 or visit 
www.worlddayofprayer.org. 

“And even one life that bears witness 

to the truth of the prosperity law will 

quicken the consciousness of the 

whole community.”  

- Eric Butterworth 

Thursday, September 13, 2012 



“Honoring all youths by supporting and encouraging their spiritual journeys.” 

During the summer months, the Youth and Family Ministry has been learning about different world religions and what 
they have in common with Unity. We have been exploring the questions: “How do we know our “oneness” if we have all 
these differences? Where does peace fit into the mix?”  

In Unity we teach that the presence of the Christ is in each and every one of us. Eric Butterworth’s book, In the Flow of 
Life, says “God is a sphere whose center is everywhere and whose circumference is nowhere.” It is the Christ presence 
that is our connecting link with each other.   

Too often we notice our superficial differences while overlooking our incredible oneness. When we focus on just our    
differences rather than the Divine presence that is within each of us, we often feel separate, perhaps even alienated from 
each other and God. This perception of separation can create relationships based on unhealthy competitions and fears. 
As we learn to recognize and appreciate that spark of the Divine in everyone, our differences become reasons to celebrate. 
We begin to understand that our differences are beautiful expressions of the one  Creator, and we then start to truly    
experience true peace, which is our realization of our oneness with God and all there is. 

Black Elk, an Oglala Sioux leader, shares, “The first peace, which is the most important, is that which comes 
within the souls of people when they realize their relationship, their oneness, with the universe and all 
its powers, and when they realize that at the center of the universe dwells Wakan-Tanka (Great      

Spirit), and that this center is really everywhere; it is within each of us. This is the real peace, and the 
others are but reflections of this. The second peace is that which is made between two individuals and the 
third is that which is made between two nations. But above all you should understand that there can never 
be peace between nations until there is known that true peace, which, as I have often said, is within the souls 
of men.” 

There is a quote from Hafsat Abiola, author of Architects of Peace: Visions of Hope in Words and Images 
(2000) that has meaning to me. “Peace comes from being able to contribute the best that we have, and all that 
we are, toward creating a world that supports everyone. But it is also securing the space for others to contrib-
ute the best that they have and all that they are.” 

The Youth and Family Ministry encourages our spiritual community to take a few moments at Fellowship Time after  

Sunday Service to share with our youth about what “oneness” means to them.  

Ms. Sandy  

 Youth and Family Director  
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 Youth & Family Ministry 

 2012-2013 School Year Kick-Off 

 Sunday, September 9, 2012 

    10:30 – 11:30am 

“Avast Me Hearties!”… Gangway for a high seas adventure as we weigh anchor and chart our 
course for “Treasure Island.” Our quest will lead us to discover ways to keep our negative 

thoughts from hijacking our lives. 

Fall Curriculum Experience: 

“F” Marks the Spot!  Exploring Faith.  (All) 
 Searching for “Gems” in Basic Unity Truth Principles (Grades 1-5) 

   Setting Sail with “Teens on The Quest” (Grades 6 – 12) 
 

Join our “Brethren of the Coast” Sunday, September 9, 2012, as we “Walk the Plank” to meet our teachers and visit our 
classrooms. 

Festivities Include: 
• Raise your Jolly Roger and have your young swashbucklers come dressed in their favorite pirate clothes. (No weapons, 

please.) 

• Register your  children for the 2012-2013 Y.M. Program. (Please arrive 15 minutes early to complete forms.) 

• Meet your children’s teacher(s). 

• Review 2012-2013 calendar of events, curriculum, and opportunities. 

• Blessing of the “Loot.”  Have your children bring their backpack so we can give them a special blessing for the coming 
school year. 
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“The Power of Pause” 
Date: 

Friday, September 07 to Saturday, September 08 

Time: 

6 pm, 09/07 (supper at 6:30 pm) to  11 am, 09/08 (parents pick-up) 

On this overnight lock-in our Y.O.U.’ers  will get a chance to lock the door to 
the outside world and open up the door to their inner lives, to their inner 
dreams and to have a chance to get to know themselves better, as well as 
others!  

The power of pause is having and enjoying life by doing less. What if life  
isn’t about constant action but eliminating distraction? Life isn’t about what 
you chase; it is about resting in God’s grace. In all of this, seeing how faith 
and fun are one and discovering God is in their midst 24/7 if only they chose 
to use their Power to Pause. 

Parents – signed permission slips and photo and medical release forms are 
required. 

Overnight Chaperones attending: Sandra Fisher & Ramona Andrews 

RSVP and turn in permission slips, and paperwork by September 2, 2012.  

Y.O.U.Y.O.U.Y.O.U.Y.O.U.    


